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Pure Eden Spa Products Opens for Business
When The Enterprising Kitchen 
(TEK) announced they were 
closing their doors in November 
last year, both Fey Cruz and 
Arzu Eren felt compelled to save 
the business and continue the 
legacy of empowering women. 
As former program participants 
of TEK, Cruz and Eren benefitted 
greatly from the services and 
support offered. And, upon 
completing the program, they 
were both hired on full-time and 
eventually worked their way up 
to management positions. 
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“The Enterprising Kitchen gave 
us a second chance,” says 
Cruz. “Loyalty and gratitude 
are at the top of my list, and we 
wanted to save the business.”

Cruz and Eren were struck 
with determination and they 
set out to create Pure Eden 
Spa Products after hearing 
customers and wholesalers were 
sad to see TEK’s best-selling 
products disappear.  Having 
no experience in business, Cruz 
spent her free time reading 
and teaching herself how to 
start and run a business.  After 
hitting financial roadblocks 
and receiving several set-
backs, Cruz and Eren put their 
savings together and opened 

“To empower women 
economically and 
teach employment 
skills that will help them 
determine their own 
economic direction.”

- Pure Eden Spa Products

Mission Statement

Story continued on page 2 >>
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pure eden 
(continued from page 1)

up shop in a fraction of the space previously 
rented to TEK. To remain efficient, Eren runs 
the production side of the business and Cruz is 
responsible for business operations.

“We had a lot of support from people and it 
made it possible for us to go forward. We didn’t 
know anything about opening a business. We 
started from scratch,” says Cruz.

Pure Eden Spa Products offers TEK’s best-selling 
products, along with a few new items. While 
they don’t offer a developmental program 
like TEK, Pure Eden Spa Products was created 
with a social purpose. They employ women in 
need of a second chance, like non-violent ex-
offenders, immigrants and those in poverty. 

“We’re here to give back and pass it along to 
other women,” says Cruz. “I hope that if I can 
give these women a second chance, then they 
can pass it along. I know I cannot save them 
all. But, if I can save five, then it’s worth it.”

Fashion-forward, chic, socially 
responsible and now available in your 
award collection!

The pop tab is a simple thing, one that many 
of us discard without a second thought, but 
through the Esperanza Project, the simple pop 
tab is changing lives.

By turning recycled pop tabs into fashion-
forward purses and accessories, women and 
single mothers, many of whom are orphans 
themselves, are empowered by earning a fair 
wage, while still being able to care for their 
children. 

Designed by the motivated young women of 
Moda Esperanza in Honduras and shipped with 
care by participants at Bright Endeavors. 

The Nely shoulder bag, Felicita hipster and the 
Deborah clutch are now available through 
Helping Hand Rewards. For more information 
on these and other available purses and 
accessories, visit Moda Esperanza’s website at 
www.modaesperanza.com.
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Vendor Day Kits Available        

new product Feature: 
Moda purses

If you are looking for a new way to 
increase your customer base, consider 
exhibiting at a vendor day event and 
offering socially responsible items 
from Helping Hand Rewards. We have 
assembled a Vendor Day Kit, providing a 
great assortment of sample products for 
display and immediate purchase, as well 
as helpful marketing and sales collateral 
materials. Vendor days are growing in 
popularity with professional organizations, 
alumni groups, hospitals, city/community 
groups and corporations. Contact Dena 
Hirschberg for more information or to 
order your own vendor day kit.
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Felicita hipster shown with black threading

http://modaesperanza.com/
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spotlight:
Melissa Warren, 
Bright endeavors
At the age of 23, Melissa Warren was 
unemployed, broke and responsible for the 
care of her 7-year-old daughter, Lamya. She 
hadn’t finished high school and had never 
opened a checking account or a credit card. 
With no self-confidence, no plans for the future 
and a lack of adult guidance in her life, she 
succumbed to drinking and smoking marijuana 
to fill her days. 

Today, Warren has earned her GED, received 
her CNA certificate and achieved full-time 
employment. She maintains two checking 
accounts (one for bills, one for incidentals) 
and has tucked away more than $1000 into 
a savings account. Clean and sober, Warren 
credits her turnaround to her participation at 
Bright Endeavors.

“When I first got here, I was real shy,” she says. 
“I wouldn’t talk, and I didn’t look people in the 
eye.”

Warren quickly became a leading participant 
after a production issue with a particular wax, 
which she took the initiative to fix.
 
“She didn’t ask for permission to work on this,” 
says Stephanie Wernet, co-founder of Bright 
Endeavors. “She took her own time to write it 
out, scientifically, what the problem was and 
figured out how to solve it, and she was right. 

It was like a light bulb went off for her, and she 
became a leader.”

Warren received support from the staff at 
Bright Endeavors during her time there. They 
helped her get eyeglasses, let her use the work 
computer to study and threw her a party when 
she passed the GED. She considered herself 
their “go-to girl” and was always willing to 
come in when someone called in sick or didn’t 
show up. 

“I actually see myself as a leader now,” says 
Warren. “I have people depending on me here, 
and I don’t want to let them down. I don’t want 
my daughter to make the mistakes I’ve made, 
so I want her to see me reach my goal.”
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Melissa Warren
(continued from page 3)

During her time at Bright Endeavors, Warren 
worked until 4 p.m. and then walked around 
the corner to the Northwest Institute of 
Health & Technology, where she took classes 
from 5 to 9 p.m., Monday through Thursday. 
Persistence paid off and she recently received 
her CNA certificate. She now works full-time 
as a CNA in the psychiatric ward of Jackson 
Park Hospital. She is continuing her education 
by taking classes in EKG and Advanced EKG 
and is on track to complete that certificate by 
June of this year.  

“You’ve got to come at things with a positive 
attitude,” says Warren. “These folks are helping 
me. They’re not doing this so I’ll stay at Bright 
Endeavors and keep making candles for 
them. They want me to grow and be the best 
at whatever I want to do. So you have to be 
appreciative and take the help.”

If you plan on attending the ASI Show in Chicago, be sure to stop by and say hello. We’ll be in the 
Exhibition Hall at booth #1347 on Wednesday, July 20 from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Thursday, July 
21 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. We’ll be on hand to discuss and share products from our partner 
organizations.

Held at McCormick Place North in Chicago, The ASI Show 
has grown to become the meeting place for top suppliers 
and quality distributors in the advertising specialty industry. 
Each year 20,000 distributors, representing more than $10 
billion in total industry sales, attend an ASI Show. Providing an 
environment conducive for suppliers and distributors to spend 
quality, one-on-one time together, The ASI Show features an 
action-packed, three-day schedule. Visit their website 
for registration information and a schedule of events. 
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Meet us at The AsI show Chicago
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http://www.asishow.com/11Chicago/index.html

